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Dear friends,

| know all of us are very eager to get their hands dirty, and are just waiting for that sun to peek
out. April isupon us, and it is still raining. | am spending most of my time indoors, and my
houseplants are definitely happier thisyear in that they don’t have to contend with the garden
plants for my attention. Thisisalso a great time to start your seedlings/annuals, think and plan
your summer garden. | just can’t wait for the weather to get better to set them out and e them
bloom.

| am very excited about the garden club activitiesand all the enthusiasm that lam seingin the
workshops and presentations. Special thanksto Arvind, Laura, and Carol for their awesome
presentations. We all enjoyed and learnt so much about Australian Natives, Plant Propagation
techniques and Orchids. Of course, we all enjoyed the February plant exchange and many of us
have a bit of each other'sgarden in our own yard. Thankyou all for sharing your lovely plants
and we hope to see many more of these.

Last weekend, | was at the Master Gardener's Spring Garden Market at the Mercury News
parking lot. It wasincredible to see that most of the plants got sold within hoursof opening of the
market. Going in at around noon time, | was still able to get some very rare peppers, ucculents
and ornamentals. Our very own Master Gardener and Club founder, Laura Balaoro had puta lot
of time and effort into propagating the plants for this fundraiser sale. It was a moment of pride for
her and all the other Master Gardenersto see such a huge success despite the odd weatherwe
have been experiencing.

| am looking forward to one more interesting event in April, Going Native Garden Tour. Ourclub
Vice-President, Arvind Kumar's garden will be on the tour and am personally looking foward to
all the changesin hisgarden since last year.

Our club will also feature a member garden tour this year, so we can share ourgardenswith each
other. For our new members, thisis an outstanding learning experience from visiting other's
gardens. If you have a gardening or a design dilemma, what better way to get your questions
answered than be part of the tour and askthe club!

Cheersand here’sto great gardening and sharing!!

Vinatha
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If you are considering making changes in your
garden to low water use, this is a tour to go to.
Among the featured gardens is the Master
Gardeners’ Demonstration Garden in Palo Alto:
a garden worth seeing. Four gardens from the
Evergreen area are included, including those of
Arvind and Wanda Olson (staff member at
Payless Nursery) whose garden has a diverse
mix of natives and non-natives.
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By Carol Duren
(based on her presentation in the March 2006 nggetin

Watering

| water my orchids once a week with warm water for several minutesto make sure they are
completely drenched. Never let your orchid sit in water. It does not like it. Was offthe leaveson
a regular basisto keep them dust free.

Fertilizing
| use a mild fertilizer once a month from April thru October for all my orchids except one that
blooms all year long which isfertilized once a month every month.

Transplanting

| use small to medium bark. | check my orchids about once a year. Very gently tumthem upsde
down to see if they are root bound or not. If it isroot bound, very gently pull the rootsapartand
putitin a pot no more that 2 inches wider that the old one.

Light

No direct sun. Only diffuse light. AlImost any exposure will do. | move my orchids around all the
time, especially when they are in bloom. Just try and observe them. If they don't lookwell, tya
different location.

Do not cut off last years blooming stems. Cut it only if it hasturned brown and is|ookng dead.
The reason isthat later in the season or next year you will get an offshoot growing on that same
stem.



